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This Common Loon photographed by Kamloops Naturé&lisb photographer Rick Howie.
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Page 2 Coming Events

s KNC Programs sist of digging a hole for the burrow

and a 10-foot trench for the pipe and
filling it in. This is in preparation for
owls to be released there next spring.
We will supply the tools and lunch.
The access is easy to drive to. It is al-
ways an enjoyable day for everyone.
People should bring clothes for all
weather, gloves and water/juice, cam-
era (there may be owls there).

October 15: Wendy Gardner will
be talking to us about a trip she
took to Mongolia. She was a par-
ticipant in a group tour of grass-
lands ecology and came away from
the trip with the realization that
even in such a sparsely populated
region of the world changes are

MEETINGS afoot and the consequences of pjgase phone Dawn Brodie at 250-374-
7:00 pm, the third sarr?_e could drastically change eve- 4910 or e-mailawnbrodie@telus.net
Thursday of the month rything. to sign up.*
from September to
June. Meet at Heritage
House, 100 Lorne St.

Mailing Address:
PO Box 625, Kamloops,
B.C. V2C5L7

November 19: “The Wondrous
World of Plants in Western Austra-
lia” is being presented to us by
David Williams.

November 5, Thursday: Thompson
Rivers University Environmental Sci-
ences Seminar Series. Topic is

(o "Opportunities and Reservations:
. . . Trading Water in the Okanagan.”
;_# 4 wn December 17: Th|§ meeting will Dr. Jot?n Janmaat from UBCg-
0 # be our annua.l C.hrlstmas event. Okanagan will be the speaker. The
# o+ 1+ Look for details in future newslet-  gominar will be held in Room S337 in
2384%2%$/ 5 ters. the TRU Science Building from 3:30 -
6# # 4:30 PM. There is no cost and every-
f ey # . . one is welcome! *
! Field Trips and
. November 19, Thursday: Thompson
Commumty Rivers University Environmental Sci-
Ca|endar ences Seminar Series. Topic is
"Reactions on Atmospheric Aerosol
Particles and Ice Cloud Formation."
October 20, 26, 27:Burrowing Dr. Allan Bertram, Canada Research
Annual MemberShip Owl Conservation Society of BC. Chair of Environmental & Atmos-

(Jan 1st to December 31st|
Family $35, Individual $25
Contact: Gordon Campon

We are installing a few burrows at ~ pheric Chemistry at UBC will be the

a BUOW release site just outside ~ speaker. The seminar will be held in
of Kam|00ps (Beresford) and are Room S337 in the TRU Science Build-

Tel: 374-1509 recruiting some labour and enthu-  ing from 3:30 - 4:30 PM. There is no
siastic people to spend a few hours Ccost and everyone is welcome?

ART CREDITS: All line out in the field. The dates are flexi-

drawings in this issue ble at the moment depending on * This is a public service announce-

courtesy of theArtist, when the most help is available. ment for readers of the KNC newsletter

Robert Savannah for the Oct. 20 (Tues), Oct. 26 (Mom) or  Of an event organized by another

U.S. Fish & Wildlife.

Oct. 27 (Tues). The work will con-  group. For details, contact the organ-
izers directly.
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Compleat Naturalist
Program

The club has received very positive
responses and thank you’s by partici-
pants. Bev English, new member to
our club as a result of the program
writes, “l was particularly impressed
by the qualifications of all the instruc-
tors who volunteered their time and
shared their knowledge and passion for
the natural world with us. It was all
very inspiring and | am grateful to you
and everyone on your team who made
it happen. Thanks to the Kamloops
Naturalist Club for making such a huge
contribution to our community. Sin-
cerely, Bev English”. So, thank you
everyone for another successful pro-
gram through the Kamloops Parks and
Recreation department. Welcome to all
new members. Hope to see you at club
programs and trips.

June Kitamur

KNC Membership

Membership renewals for 2010 will
begin in November. The plan is to have
all renewals completed by the end of
January when | will send our club’s
mailing list to BC Nature for their
magazine mailings.

The two-page registration form will be
included in the October and November
newsletters as they need to be filled in
each year. Membership forms can be
found attached to the back of this
month’s newsletter. We also have the
registration forms available on our
website atvww.kamloopsnaturalist.ca
Any new members wishing to attend
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News and Updates

our monthly meetings from Septem-
ber to December will be considered

“guests” and may pay for 2010 start-
ing in November.

There were a total of 111 paid mem-
berships for the 2009 year.

Gordon Campone

Carpooling

At our last executive meeting the
idea of sharing rides to monthly
meetings was discussed. We save
fuel and reduce our footprint on club
field trips, so why not practice the
same procedure for our monthly
meetings when possible. As well as
calling each other to arrange rides we
might create a list of those willing to
drive and those who might appreciate
a ride. For November’s meeting if
you are interested in being a driver or
a passenger leave your name with
Gordon Campone at 250-374-1509
and he will try to coordinate rides.

Gordon Campone

Photo Contest
Reminder

There are still a few more months to
get out and capture an award-
winning nature image to enter in the
club’s annual photo contest. We sel-
dom have many entries featuring fall
colours. Those are beginning to show
now, so get out and bring in a few

for the display in January.

Ralph Ritcey
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BC Nature — Provincial
Report

| recently attended the BC Nature FGM in Pender
Harbour on the lovely Sechelt Peninsula. It was a
superbly organized event. There were many hi-
lights, but most notable is that we have a new Vice
President in John Neville of Saltspring Island.rJoh
has indicated that he is willing to stand for Presi
dent at the Kamloops AGM next spring, so he is in
effect the President-elect. One of John’s firsbipri
ties in his current role is to form a committeettha
will seek answers to the question of why the fed-
erations membership overall is not growing and
even declining in some areas. Ours is a growing
and vigourous club, so I intend to contribute wihat
can in the first telephone conference. Also, at the
FGM, we received from Anne Murray a progress
report on a strategic plan for our next five years.
Goals agreed on at the FGM are:

To gain greater public visibility for BC
Nature.

Increase and diversify our membership.
Harness and better document the huge
amount of nature knowledge we possess,
particularly around parks and protected
areas.

Improve our role as a voice for Nature in
BC by prioritizing and focusing our con-
servation efforts.

Improve the effectiveness and management
of BC Nature projects.

Ann and President Bev Ramey made two requests
of the clubs. One is the need for someone to serve
on the Conservation Committee (I am serving on
the membership committee), so hopefully one of
you will realize that that's a large way in which

you can contribute — and especially considering
that change is likely. Also, we were asked to con-
sider hosting a Nature Camp. I’'m not sure of our
history with those, which are often good fundrais-
ers, but perhaps it's something we could consider
down the road. Meanwhile our AGM committee is

News and Updates (cont'd)

hard at work undeRick’s astute leadership, and that
challenge is not so far off. | have been promoting
the other clubs, and am leading publicity, so ap-
proach Rick and ask him how you can help — thiit is
you are not presently involved. It will take neaaly

of us to host a great meeting in Kamloops next
spring. | know we will surpass in every way.

Frank Dwyer

Canoe Trip Participants
Sought

Tony Brumell is looking for 1-4 people to join him
on a canoe trip along the Thelon River in Teelon
Wildlife Sanctuary next summer. This will be a non
-guided trip consisting of flat-water canoeing. fiéhe
will be no white-water canoeing involved. This tig
for participants having Level 1 or novice to interm
diate canoeing skills.

The Thelon Wildlife Sanctuary covers an area of ap-
proximately 26,000 square miles, straddling the
boundaries of the Northwest Territories and Nunavut
It is the largest and most remote wildlife refuge i
North America — and possibly the world. This un-
usual forest oasis represents one of the last,great
altered ecosystems on our planet. The sanctuary is
home to muskox, wolves, moose, grizzly bears, wol-
verines, arctic and red foxes, other small mammals,
and legions of nesting birds. It is crossed twitela
ally by the 286,000-strong Beverly caribou herd.

Date: July - August 2010

Length of Trip: 6-8 weeks

Cost: approximately $3000 - $4000
Participants Needed:1-4

Skill Level: Novice to intermediate

Interested people should get in touch with Tony-Bru
mell at 250-828-0782 as soon as possible.
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Our Members

Wayne Jennings

| hate to think what the area near Tranquille pond
would look like if it weren’t for Wayne Jennings wh
faithfully organizes Adopt-A-Road, gathering helper
from within the Kamloops Naturalist Club. Picking u
other people’s garbage is not a glamorous tasktend
Club has been fortunate to have had first Margaret

Graham and then Wayne Jennings to take on the chal-

lenge.

Wayne was born in the Gainsborough area of south-
eastern Saskatchewan where he grew up on a farm.
When still a teenager he moved to live with an encl
in Vancouver, which ultimately led him to UBC. He
taught school in Golden, Creston, and Nelson before
coming to Kamloops to teach English literature at
North Kamloops and Westsyde high schools.

Now, if he isn’t out camping, golfing takes up & da
two a week through the summer months. Winter will
find him cross-country skiing at Stake Lake or Sun
Peaks. Cooking is a favourite pastime and he even
makes jams and jellies in the fall. His most impott
activity is taking his dog for long walks every day

Wayne enjoys travelling and has managed to seg ever

province and territory in Canada with the exceptibn
Quebec and Nunavut, which remain on his list. As he
is a literary scholar he has also visited the haaht
most of his favourite authors in England, Scotland,
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and Ireland.

Wayne joined the Kamloops Naturalist Club around
1992 and has been a steadfast member since. He
monitors a bluebird route on the north side of the
South Thompson River, where both mountain and
western bluebirds nest. He often leads fieldtripkis
trail and teaches the participants about bluebist-n
ing habits. As well as leading various field trips,
Wayne has been a newsletter contributor, was on the
Bonaparte planning committee, assisted in our last
AGM, takes part in Christmas bird counts, served as
treasurer, and was an FBCN Director.

So, thank you, Wayne, for all the work that youdav

done for the Kamloops Naturalists.
Ellie Hill

Rick’s Nature Quiz

This month’s quiz item could be a tough one to solv
See if you can guess the name of the subject in the
photograph below.

Look for the answer elsewhere in the newsletter!!

Rick Howie
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Bird Notes for September,
Early October

Pelicans and Herons

Pelicans deserted their feeding grounds at the head
of Kamloops Lake in early September but there
were reports of pelicans at Salmon Arm and Nicola
Lake into October. Rick Howie found a flock of 15
resting on the shore of Stump Lake, Octotér 2

At Tranquille Pond, heron numbers had dwindled
to zero by the end of September but they returned
in early October when up to 8 could still be seen
hunting the pond and its edges.

Waterfowl

There were few surprises in the early stages of the
waterfowl migration except for the report of a
Tufted Duck seen by Ferne on Stump Lake at the
end of September. Rick led an unsuccessful expedi-
tion to confirm the rare sighting (a first ever re-
ported for the Kamloops area) on Octob®r 2Jn-
fortunately, none of the expedition members re-
membered to bring a spotting scope on the trip,
equipment that would be needed if a Tufted Duck
was to be found amidst the hundreds of similar ap-
pearing Lesser Scaup present on the lake.

The waters of Beaverdam Flats also had goodly
numbers of ducks on that day. Most impressive,
there was a flock of about 100 Gadwall and an al-
most equal number of American Widgeon.

At Nicola Lake, there were over 50 Common Mer-
gansers at the mouth of the Nicola River, plus sev-
eral loons. However, the large flock of pelicans
reported on the lake in late September, could aot b
found.

Raptors

Northern Harriers have been seen regularly at Tran-

Ritcey Bird Roundup

guille since late September. They were seldom seen
there through late summer. We have yet to see our
first Rough-legged Hawk of the fall.

Grouse and Partridge

Ruffed Grouse and Blue Grouse are at average num-
bers this fall but hunters are having a difficurtte in
finding Chukar. Perhaps they should look in theaare
above Westsyde where Willie Haras saw over 20 in
early September.

Gulls

Sandbars on the Thompson River at the head of
Kamloops Lake hosted an abundance of gulls
throughout the early fall. Most appeared to be Ring
billed Gulls and all that we identified at Trandgiil
Pond were ring-bills. The gulls at the pond were
feeding on small, less than 10 cm, fish. The gulls
seemed to follow Hooded Mergansers for help in lo-
cating the fish. Once there were 6 gulls in purstia
merganser that was carrying a small fish. They did
not succeed in forcing the merganser to drop #te fi
but did compel it to make a forced landing on the
water. We have seen gulls carry out this pursuit be
haviour in other years.

Doves

There were a few Mourning Doves along the CN
tracks at Tranquille through September but we saw
none in October. Eurasian Collared doves remained
in the Brocklehurst area until early October, wath
being seen near Ord Road and a pair at the golf
course at that time.

Shorebirds
There were 7 dowitchers on Tranquille Pond on Oc-
tober %% that was one of few shorebird sightings

there this fall as there was little available mhdws-
ing through the vegetation.

(Continued on page7)
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Field Trips

(Continued from page 6)

Passerines

Most of the birds in this group followed the depast
schedule outlined in Rick’s checklist but Cedar Wax
wings were a bit slow to leave and we had one n ou
mountain ash on Octobef' 5

Throughout September and early October, small
flocks of migrant Western Meadowlarks and Moun-
tain Bluebirds brightened our visits to grasslainds
the valley floor to uppermost levels. However, most
spectacular must have been the sight of 60-70 blue-
birds encountered by Rick at one of Highland Vafley
reclamation sites at the end of September.

alph and Clara Ritcey

Believe It or Not — Field Trip to
the Centre of the Universe,
Sunday Oct 4"

About 20 people gathered at 8AM in chilly tempera-
tures hoping that the centre of the universe wbeld
warmer. We were not disappointed. After the 50 km
drive up the Deadman Vidette Road, we assembled at
the Vidette Lake Gold Mine Resort and met the owner
of the resort, also the owner of the surrounding
“Singing Lands.” We paid our $10 and headed up the
hill to the small knoll that was annointed the Ceruf

the Universe in 1984 by a group of Californian Bud-
dhist monks. The owner demonstrated the energy of
the area (be it the ore laden cliffs or an altesreat-

ergy force) with the waving motion of his divining
rods. Everyone had a turn at attempting to make the
rods sway with the energy and amazingly, we all had
the force within us. While we summoned the spirits,
the clouds blew away and the sun shone upon our
group, by now happily eating lunch.

We then headed 4 km further along the road to Dead-
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man Falls. Similar geologically to Helmcken Falls,
the falls and canyon are stunning, though the river
and falls were not roaring as they would be inrgpri
On the way back to Hwy #1, we stopped in Deadman
Valley at the Hoodoos. The afternoon sun illumidate
the hills and the rainbow of colours was so brllia
was breathtaking — our own painted desert. In
Savona, | stopped at the dump on Lorraine’s recom-
mendation and took home a plant stand, gratis. Some
times the free things are the best.

Jean Crowe
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Don't Leave Home Without
It

Today, | picked up Ralph Ritcey and Mike Hanry
and we traveled to Stump Lake to search out the
possible Tufted Duck. It was a bit snotty when we
arrived, with brisk winds and a bit of rain, buéth
lake held lots of coots and ducks. | had loaded a
borrowed 600mm lens to document the find
(which should be a slam dunk, right?). The night
before Ralph had said, “You can bring your scope
and | won't bring mine.” “Great,” | said, “no prob-
lem.” | loaded up all of the artillery before leagi
without having any stimulating drugs such as caf-
feine or a shot of OJ.

We arrived at the north end of the lake and there
was about a million dark shapes swimming around
at some distance from shore and many less close
to shore. | whipped around to the back of the truck
to set up the scope and start the tedious scanning
of the big flocks. | grabbed the tripod and realize
that | needed the one with the scope attached, not
the one that the 600mm lens goes on. So | reached
for the other tripod. Ah yes, the other tripod..
Hmm, it must be under the jackets and packs. But
it was not under the jackets and packs. No prob-
lem, | said, | know where it is. It's in my office
leaning against the filing cabinet!! We can be
there and back in about 90 minutes if we rush, |
thought. But, | was pretty sure that my compan-
ions would not go for the return flight.

So we persevered with no abuse from the rest of
the team - one of the advantages of all of us being
well past 50. Everyone understands. We scanned
all of the birds close to shore and as far outilas b
oculars would allow. No Tufted Duck, but there
was probably about 1500 birds that we did not get
to scan adequately. So perhaps tomorrow if | go to
the Burrowing Owl program open house in Merritt
| will leave early enough to have another shot at
the old Tufty.

Rick’s Rambles

However, despite the booboo, we did see an abun-
dance of Horned Grebes on the move, a few Western
Grebes, good numbers of Hooded Mergansers and
lots of Lesser Scaup, Coots, Ring-necked Ducks,
Wigeon and Shovelers on Stump Lake. Fifteen or 16
Pelicans were still there.

On Nicola Lake, 60 Common Mergansers were gath-
ered at the mouth of the Nicola River to feast an K
kanee eggs, along with a scattering of Herring and
Ring-billed Gulls. The odd Pied-billed Grebe was
apparent as well. A handful of Bonaparte Gulls were
on both Stump and Nicola Lakes. Common Loons
were also patrolling the big lake and a coupleatf |

ish Ospreys were hunting the shallows for Kokaneee.
There were no pelicans left on Nicola Lake. We en-
joyed lunch at the Quilchena Hotel and the weather
improved for the return journey. A few harriersske
trels, Red-tailed Hawks and a Bald Eagle filled out
the raptor list. Twenty-six Sandhill Cranes in save
small groups were riding the air currents at themo
end of Stump Lake.

We returned to Ralph's for tea and apple cake and a
chance to photograph some birds in the back yard.
House Finches, House Sparrows, a Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, an Orange-crowned Warbler and an Evening
Grosbeak came in for closer views. So the day was
salvaged with good company and the realization that
any day in the field is better than a day at the-co
puter, even if your scope is resting in a warm diryd
place.

Rick Howie

Rick’s Nature Quiz Answer:

The answer is a juvenile Tree Swallow. The
bright yellow gape gives it away as a juvenile
bird to begin with.
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