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KNC Programs 
 
January 16, Saturday: This meet-
ing will be the annual AGM and 
election of officers. It will be held 
at 5:30 PM at St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral Hall, 360 Nicola Street. 
Bring a potluck dish for the supper, 
as well as your own dishes, cut-
lery, and cup. If you wish to donate 
a nature-related raffle prize, please 
bring it along to the meeting.  
 
February 18: David Edwards of 
the B.C. Wildlife Park will be giv-
ing us a presentation on snakes! 
This may be the first time that we 
have ever had a speaker on that 
topic, especially one that hopes to 
bring along a live specimen, so 
please plan to attend. 
 
March 18:  Squirrels, badgers and 
other critters are what Karl Larsen 
and some of his students will be 
coming to talk to us about. 
 

Field Trips and            
Community 
Calendar 
 
January 28:  Kamloops Explora-
tion Group (KEG) lecture. Topic to 
be announced. Meet at the Kam-
loops Town Lodge in Salon A & B  
at 7 PM. The talk is free of charge.  
* 
February 11:  KEG lecture called 
“Geology of Gem Deposits”. The 
speaker will be Lee Groat of the 
University of British Columbia. 
Meet at the Kamloops Town 
Lodge in Salon A & B  at 7 PM. 
The talk is free of charge.  * 

February 11:  Thompson Rivers Uni-
versity Environmental Sciences Semi-
nar Series. Topic is "Restoring a 
Grassland Ecosystem: Adaptive and 
Experimental Management in 
Grassland National Park" Dr. Pat 
Fargey, Parks Canada Ecologist, from 
Grassland National Park in Saskatche-
wan will be the speaker. The seminar 
will be held in Room S203 in the TRU 
Science Building from 3:30 - 4:30 PM. 
There is no cost and everyone is wel-
come!    * 
 
February 25:  KEG lecture called 
“Diamonds - They Are Just Carbon 
After All” . The speaker will be Bruce 
Madu, Senior Regional Geologist of 
the Ministry of Energy Mines and Pe-
troleum Resources. Meet at the Kam-
loops Town Lodge in Salon A & B  at 
7 PM. The talk is free of charge.  * 
 
February 12 to 15:  The internet 
"Great Backyard Bird Count” takes 
place. Audubon and the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology ask birders (beginners to 
advanced) to count birds. It is in addi-
tion to the Christmas Bird Count and 
Project Feederwatch, to provide a pic-
ture of our wintering birds as to where 
they are and which species are increas-
ing or declining. Those who log on can 
count for as little as 15 minutes one 
day in their back yard, to longer peri-
ods on all four days in more than one 
area close to where they live. Details 
are available at: www.birdcount.org   *  
 
 
*   This is a public service announce-
ment for readers of the KNC newsletter 
of an event organized by another 
group. For details, contact the organ-
izers directly. 

���
���
	�
��������	��
��������������������������������������������������

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 625, Kamloops, 
B.C.  V2C 5L7                                                  
 
MEETINGS 
7:00 pm, the third 
Thursday of the month 
from September to 
June. Meet at Heritage 
House, 100 Lorne St. 
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Annual Membership 
(Jan 1st to December 31st) 
Family $35, Individual $25 
Contact:  Gordon Campone 
Tel: 374-1509  

ART CREDITS : All line 
drawings in this issue 
courtesy of the Artist, 
Robert Savannah, for the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife. 

    Coming Events 
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2010 KNC Parking 
Passes 
  
New 2010 parking permits for Heritage 
House parking have been issued by the 
City. If you have not already given me 
your licence plate number or if your 
number is different from last year, 
please email it to me a.s.a.p. Since 
many people who use Heritage House 
also belong to other groups, they re-
quest that only one parking permit be 
allocated in these situations. There is 
room on the permit for these individu-
als to include their other days of use. 
Please note that the procedures for use 
of the Heritage House Parking Permits 
are as follows: 
�
· Time, group and days of use must 

be clearly displayed on parking 
permits. Use outside of permit will 
result in user paying to park or re-
ceiving a fine. Our meeting time 
and place on the permit is the third 
Thursday of each month at 7 PM. 
Abuse of parking permits will re-
sult in a review of Heritage House 
Parking policy and may jeopardize 
this privilege. 

 
· Heritage House users may park 

anywhere in the lot provided they 
display their permit and use only 
during days and times stated on the 
permit. 

 
· Designated Heritage House stalls 

will still be in place to be used by 
Heritage House users during event 
nights. Parking is free after 6 p.m. 
except on event nights. 37 stalls 
closest to Heritage House and east 

to Cunliffe House are designated 
stalls. 

 
Passes will be distributed at the Feb-
ruary meeting to previous permit 
holders. Please contact Margaret at 
554-1285 for your KNC Heritage 
House Parking Pass. If you have 
more than one vehicle, please switch 
the permits between your vehicles. 
  
                               Margaret Graham 
 
  

 
 
 
�
�
�
 
 
 

KNC Executive 
2009 

President 
Tom Dickinson 
 
Vice-President  
Vacant 
 
Secretary  
Teresa Corboy                 
 
Treasurer 
Kats Kitamura 
 
Membership 
Gordon Campone 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Susan Weilandt 
 
BC Nature 
Director  
Frank Dwyer 
 
Director  
Jean Crowe 
 
Director 
Cora Jones 
 
Director  
June Kitamura 
 
Director  
Andy Raniseth 

Frank Ritcey met up with this wolf 
on one of his trips to Mount Robson. 
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Winter Birds 
 
Waterfowl  
 
Mallards and Canada geese were the only water-
fowl to remain at Tranquille in mid December, and 
even the geese gave it up in early January when 
fields were frozen and snow covered. On January  
7 th Cooney Bay was partly ice covered, while 
Kamloops Lake was ice bound shore to shore just 
in an area west of Battle Bluff. 
 
The South Thompson and Thompson were home to 
lots of waterfowl in late December, although Rick 
doesn’t expect swan numbers to be above average 
at the January count. 
 
On December 17th, I visited Riverside Park in an 
unsuccessful attempt to see the flock of 27 Cack-
ling Geese seen by Rick the previous evening. Per-
haps my vision was clouded by the river’s ice fog 
on that morning.  
 
Chukar  
 
We have seen fewer Chukar this winter than last, 
confirming our impression that their numbers were 
lower than normal going into the winter. However, 
Willie Haras had a count of 16 in his yard on De-
cember 24th. 
 
Raptors 
 
A Gyrfalcon graced our Christmas bird count, and 
we saw it twice at Tranquille since that time. We 
see a Northern Harrier patrolling the fields and 
meadows at Tranquille on a fairly regular basis, 
and the pair of Bald Eagles is often seen near their 
Cooney Bay nest site. 
 
This year, Sharp-shinned Hawks seem to be more 
frequent visitors to Brocklehurst bird feeders than 
last year. However, at our feeders we have yet to 
see them make a kill. Cats have also gone without a 

bird meal since we made a cat proof exclosure for the 
area near our feeders. 
 
Collared Dove 
 
Willie had 11 of those newcomers still using his 
feeding area on December 21st. He notes that the 
adults and juveniles were becoming close to each 
other in colour patterns at that time. We have had no 
recent sightings of the doves in our part of Brockle-
hurst. 
 
Passerines 
 
The Brown Creeper is uncommon in winter or sum-
mer, but Willie found one at Pass Lake on December 
24th. 
 
This winter, Robins are once again scarce at Tran-
quille, although one is a regular there along with Bo-
hemian Waxwings and House Finches at the crab 
apple tree café in front of the buildings. He is rather 
possessive and we watched as he flew at a lone wax-
wing whenever one came within a metre or so of 
him. Of course, with over 100 in the flock, even his 
bird brain could see the futility of his efforts. 
 
At this time of year, mountain ash berries, crab ap-
ples and rose hips make up the bulk of the waxwings’ 
diet, so it was surprising to find a flock of about 150 
feeding on weed seeds in a field along the Red Lake 
road. 
 
We got to see our long anticipated Common Red 
Polls at Tranquille Creek on January 8th. A flock of 
about 60 were feeding on alder seeds in the trees 
along the creek side where last month we had seen a 
flock of American Goldfinches feeding. Red Polls 
and Goldfinches share a taste for similar foods in 
winter so it will be interesting to see if Red Polls 
come to feed in the birches of Riverside Park where 
Willie saw a flock of 18 Goldfinches on the Christ-
mas bird count.                                                                                                              
                                                Ralph and Clara Ritcey 
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Kamloops Christmas Bird Count 
2009 
 
Dec. 20th marked the annual Christmas Bird Count and al-
though I was absent this year, I understand that the weather 
was generally favourable except for periods of low overcast 
and fog which obscured visibility somewhat. Temperatures 
ranged from -2 to +2 degrees with light winds. 
 
The species count was certainly not a record breaker at 66 
species but the 9777 individual birds was respectable. So 
the keen observers were working hard in the field. Rare 
birds included Gyrfalcon and the newly colonizing Eura-
sian Collared Doves which have been spreading like wild-
fire across North America. We have not recorded this spe-
cies on any prior count. Chipping Sparrows are exceedingly 
rare in BC in the winter and I have never recorded a Boreal 
Chickadee as low as the count circle during my 30+ years 
in Kamloops. 
 
So well done everyone. Special thanks to Cora Jones for 
hosting everyone and to Eric McAlary for handling the tally
-up while I was away. 
 
The species tallied and the total numbers were as follows: 
Great Blue Heron – 4 
Canada Goose – 1072 
Trumpeter Swan – 26 
Gadwall – 14 
Mallard – 754 
Northern Pintail – 5 
Redhead – 1 
Ring-necked Duck – 2 
Greater Scaup  + Lesser Scaup - 162 
Bufflehead – 12 
Common Goldeneye – 80 
Barrow’s Goldeneye – 87 
Common Merganser – 6 
Bald Eagle – 45 
Northern Harrier – 8 
Sharp-shinned Hawk – 4 
Red-tailed Hawk – 4 
Rough-legged hawk – 6 
Golden Eagle - 1 
American Kestrel – 1 
Merlin – 3 
Gyrfalcon – 1 

Chukar – 61 
Ruffed Grouse – 1 
Sharp-tailed Grouse – 5 
Ring-billed Gull – 3 
Rock Pigeon – 1115 
Eurasian Collared Dove – 19 
Great Horned Owl – 1 
Great Gray Owl – 1 
Nortthern Saw-whet Owl – 1 
Downy Woodpecker – 22 
Hairy Woodpecker – 5 
Northern Flicker – 127 
Pileated Woodpecker – 2 
Northern Shrike – 4 
Steller’s Jay – 2 
Clark’s Nutcracker – 45 
Black-billed Magpie – 250 
American Crow – 543 
Common Raven – 442 
Black – capped Chickadee – 65 
Mountain Chickadee – 40 
Boreal Chickadee – 1 
Red-breasted Nuthatch – 7 
White-breasted Nuthatch – 1 
Pygmy Nuthatch – 8 
Townsend’s Solitaire – 5 
American Robin – 15 
European Starling – 1469 
Bohemian Waxwing – 1211 
Spotted Towhee – 2 
Chipping Sparrow - 2 
Song Sparrow – 25 
White-crowned Sparrow – 22 
Dark-eyed Junco – 297 
Redwinged Blackbird – 17 
Brewer’s Blackbird – 90 
Pine Grosbeak – 5 
House Finch – 735 
Common Redpoll – 81 
Pine Siskin – 40 
American Goldfinch – 80 
Evening Grosbeak – 1 
House Sparrow – 612 
 
                                                                      
 
                                                                               (Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 
 
Participants were Clara and Ralph Ritcey, Maxine Grass, 
Karen Willies, Marge Weninger, Theresa Corboy, Ellie 
Hill, Andy Raniseth, Ian Barnett, Sandy MacDonald, 
Wayne Jennings, June and Kats Kitamura, Cora Jones, 
Cassie Williams, Willy Haras, Bruce Harrison, Susan and 
Peter Weilandt, Lily and Ken Taylor, Eric McAlary, 
Glenn Greger, Rob Jephcott & Mike Hanry. 
                                                                         Rick Howie 
                                                                         Compiler 
 

Frank Dwyer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frank was born in Vancouver. As a result of losing his 
mom while an infant he wound up in a home for children 
on the outskirts of Bowness, near Calgary. The fact that 
the home was surrounded by forest, and prairie leading in 
a sweep to the great Rocky Mountain front ranges, was his 
consolation. He loved nature, and there was ample to ex-
plore. 
 
He went to high school in Prince George, but wanted the 
growth afforded by working on a green chain so left 
school early.  This led to a wiser decision to join the 
RCAF, where he served ten years, all of it in isolated 
places, but again, near to nature. Over those years he did 
night school and took a business diploma as the first ma-
ture entry student at CNC in Prince. Frank met and mar-
ried Jan, a New Zealand trained nurse - and, in fact, they 
lived in New Zealand for a few years. Returning to Can-
ada, he worked as a manager for a solar heating manufac-
turer and then in marketing with Inland Natural Gas for 
some twenty years.  
 
Made redundant at age 57 (recumbent he says –  that is, 

flat on the couch), Frank learned to type and wrote “Passing 
Innocence,” as Francis Dwyer (Amazon.com), an innovative 
memoir of his experiences growing up in a prairie orphanage. 
He also began a more serious interest in photography. He has 
since been a President of the Kamloops Photo Arts Club and 
is now the competition director. 
 
Frank says that a profound experience was reading Annie 
Dillard’s “Pilgrim at Tinker Creek,” and so he began a liter-
ary exploration of nature by reading Aldo Leopold, Barry 
Lopez and other nature writers. He and Jan were ardent hik-
ers/ backpackers and continue to camp today. He has been a 
club ski school director and aspiring climber on rock and ice. 
His great passion is river fly fishing, hiking the Thompson 
and wading – doing that for near thirty years now. He was, 
for a time, a director of the BC Steelhead Society and likes to 
row on small lakes. Always in doing these things, he is 
deeply close to and moved by nature. Frank describes himself 
as a generalist with as much interest in geology, weather and 
erosion as he has in flora and fauna. 
 
Jan and Frank joined the Kamloops Naturalists some dozen 
years ago. He is a regular in the photo competition and has 
been on the executive for six consecutive years: first as news-
letter editor, membership and, for the last two years, as Pro-
vincial Director. While newsletter editor, he developed the 
layout used to the present and made Publisher templates. He 
is so pleased that Susan continues to make the newsletter a 
vital part of the club. As Provincial Director, Frank worked 
on fundraising for the federation and contributed much to the 
new membership committee. He also spent a huge amount of 
time revising the BC Nature policies around risk management 
and waivers. A good part of that effort was in advising the 
BC Nature President and in assisting other clubs to consider 
changes.    
   
Jan Dwyer has done my work for me this month so I will just 
add a few comments. Frank is a “mover and a shaker” when 
it comes to accomplishing goals. Whenever I park for free 
near the flower garden in Riverside Park I say, “Thank You, 
Frank,” for without his determination the public would be 
paying throughout the park. When our Club was part of 
“Communities in Bloom” and promoted nature, he spear-
headed the project, and the City subsequently won an award. 
In the future, I am sure that there will be a lot more good 
things to come. 
                                         Jan Dwyer (His Managing Director) 
                                          Ellie Hill 
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Treasures of Lac du Bois 
By Karen McLaren and Kenna Cartwright 
 
The co-authors of “Treasures of Lac du Bois,” pub-
lished in 1981, were Karen McLaren and Kenna Cart-
wright. The book never had a publisher of record and 
is now out of print. The stimulus for the original pro-
ject, which was a comprehensive description of what 
we now know as Lac du Bois Provincial Park, came 
from Alastair McLean in 1976. Alastair was a research 
scientist with the Kamloops Agriculture Research Sta-
tion. He had extensive experience with the Lac du 
Bois grasslands and so recruited Karen and Kenna to 
write, respectively, sections on the natural and human 
history. Alastair wrote the forward and edited the 
work. Today, several copies are held in the reference 
files of the Kamloops library and a number of indi-
viduals – I assume mostly area naturalists - treasure 
their copies. The three were members of the Kamloops 
Naturalist Club at the time they wrote the book. 
 The introduction has a sentence that succinctly de-
scribes why Lac du Bois and, by extension, this fine 
little book, is so important: “A similar series of grass-
land communities on the prairie would exist only over 
an area from Saskatchewan to the Rocky Mountains.” 
Alastair describes how Lac du Bois, containing impor-
tant wildlife values, is unique in another way, in being 
on the doorstep of an expanding city, and suffers espe-
cially from conflicts around recreational activities and 
the diverse natural values. Those conflicts were obvi-
ous in his day and continue to the present. 
 
Kenna Carwright, a local writer and environmentalist, 
had a keen interest in history. She also held the dis-
tinction of being an alderwoman and, briefly, Mayor 
of Kamloops, until illness ended her accomplished 
life. Her extensive contribution on the history of the 
grasslands is rich with wonderful anecdotes from pio-
neers. Kenna obviously researched deeply, including 
sections on homesteading, ranching, logging and the 
early communities. More compelling is that she did 
many interviews, often with people who were well 
advanced in years. It is wonderful to have these ac-
counts of early life, hardships, community, joys and 
accomplishments. There is also a history of the 
McQueen Lake Environmental Studies Centre, the 

school district facility for educating our school chil-
dren about nature. 
 
Karen was amply qualified to write the section on 
natural resources, having a degree in Plant Science 
from UBC. Appropriately, much of her writing re-
flects science, being an authoritative description of 
the geology, flora and fauna. She describes the three 
grassland communities, the ponderosa pine savanna 
and the montane forest, and as well there is a map of 
the wildlife found in Lac du Bois. It is in the wonder-
fully descriptive tour guides, though, where Karen’s 
personality shines, through a kilometer measured ac-
count based on points of interest, lookouts and fea-
tures. The style is concise but graced with occasional 
lyrical flashes. Karen’s love for the landscape is com-
pelling and provides ample reason to take the tours 
she describes: Lac du Bois, Stony Lake and Pruden’s 
Pass. Her contribution concludes with a listing of the 
common and scientific names of both plants and ani-
mals.  
 
The book has a selection of photos, maps and draw-
ings. I was especially taken with the fine ink draw-
ings, which were done by Charlie McLaren. Some-
one will have to enlighten me as to whether Karen 
and Charlie were related. 
 
I highly recommend this little book. It is so loaded 
with information that it makes for a compelling read 
and is the indispensible guide to our local grasslands. 
I would go further and, especially given that the book 
is becoming rare and is out of print, recommend that 
we, the Kamloops Naturalists, mount some kind of 
effort to preserve it, perhaps by retyping the text and 
putting it into a computer form of archive. It is too 
valuable a record of the past, too comprehensive a 
science based study, and too reflective of the dedi-
cated naturalists who wrote it, to fade into oblivion. I 
hope this preservation happens and that it might even 
be expanded on in future. I think Alastair McLean 
and the co-authors would have wanted that. 
                                                                                                                             
                                                                 Frank Dwyer 
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Trail Species Nests  Eggs  Hatched  Survived  Boxes  

    1st + 2nd = Total  1st + 2nd = Total  1st + 2nd = Total  
1st + 2nd = 

Total    

DEWDROP – along road MOBL 7 + 1 = 8 31 + 3 = 34 30 + 3 = 33 24 + 0 = 24 T: 24 
Donna Nesjan  (km 720)           U: 8 
DEWDROP – in trees MOBL 7 + 1 = 8 33 + 4 = 37 21 + 0 = 21 21 + 0 = 21 T: 17 
Duncan Watt (Hr.18, km 
1440)           U: 7 

PRUDEN’S PASS MOBL 6 + 4 = 10 26 + 5 = 31 24 + 0 = 24 16 + 0 = 16 T: 22 
Jen/ Beavan Ernst (Hr 35, km 
320) TRSW 1 + 0 = 1 6 + 0 = 6 5 + 0 = 5 0 + 0 = 0 U: 10 

LAC DU BOIS MOBL 6 + 1 = 7 33 + 4 = 37 27 + 1 = 28 16 + 1 = 17 T: 21 
Karen Willies  (Hr. 44, km 
220) TRSW 9 + 0 = 9 46 + 0 = 46 28 + 0 = 28 20 + 0 = 20 U: 15 

ROSE HILL RANCH MOBL 7 + 1 = 8 37 + 6 = 43 31 + 6 = 37 28 + 6 = 34 T: 24 
George Gardner TRSW 6 + 0 = 6 35 + 0 = 35 33 + 0 = 33 27 + 0 = 27 U: 13 
ROSE HILL #1 MOBL 11 + 4 = 15 49 + 14 = 63 42 + 14 = 56 42 + 14 = 56 T: 28 
Margaret Kent  (Hr. 28, km 
385) TRSW 7 + 0 = 7 33 + 0 = 33 33 + 0 = 33 25 + 0 = 25 U: 19 

  HOSP 1 + 1 = 2 5 + 4 = 9 5 + 4 = 9 5 + 4 = 9   
OLD ROSE HILL #1 
(Deleeuw ) MOBL 11 + 5 = 16 59 + 19 = 78 55 + 14 = 69 55 + 14 = 69 T: 28 

Gordon Campone (Hr. 33, km 
416) TRSW 9 + 0 = 9 51 + 0 = 51 49 + 0 = 49 40 + 0 = 40 U: 21 

  HOWR 1 + 0 = 1 8 + 0 = 8 8 + 0 = 8 8 + 0 = 8   
ROSE HILL #3 MOBL 11 + 3 = 14 53 + 15 = 68 37 + 4 = 41 37 + 4 = 41 T: 16 
Jo Chipperfield  (Hr. 20, km 
500) TRSW 4 + 1 = 5 25 + 2 = 27 20 + 2 = 22 14 + 2 = 16 U: 16 

  HOWR 2 + 0 = 2 14 + 0 = 14 6 + 0 = 6 0 + 0 = 0   
LONG LAKE ROAD MOBL 17 + 6 = 23 94 + 31 = 125 81 + 27 = 108 81 + 27 = 108 T: 35 
Connie Philip (Hr. 30 , miles 
154) TRSW 10 + 0 = 10 51 + 0 = 51 49 + 0 = 49 49 + 0 = 49 U: 27 

ROSE HILL/SCOTT ROAD  MOBL 6 + 1 = 7 29 + 4 = 33 24 + 4 = 28 24 + 4 = 28 T: 15 
Fearon Blair, Ingrid Bunting TRSW 1 + 0 = 1 5 + 0 = 5 5 + 0 = 5 5 + 0 = 5 U: 9 
(Hr. 20, km 18) HOWR 2 + 0 = 2 8 + 0 = 8 8 + 0 = 8 7 + 0 = 7   
HAUGHTON-JACKSON 
ROAD Not Monitored 

EDITH LAKE ROAD MOBL 8 + 3 = 11 39 + 13 = 52 24 + 8 = 32 19 + 7 = 26 T: 26 
Peter & Judy Gray (Hr 12, km 
280) TRSW 15 + 1 = 16 59 + 6 = 65 41 + 6 = 47 29 + 6 = 35 U: 22 

SOUTH THOMPSON MOBL 25 + 10 = 35 131 + 45 = 176 113 + 39 = 152 112 + 39 = 151 T: 40 
Wayne Jennings, Margaret TRSW 10 + 0 = 10 46 + 0 = 46 36 + 0 = 36 29 + 0 = 29 U: 38 
Stewart, Roberta Barlow WEBL 2 + 1 = 3 12 + 5 = 17 9 + 0 = 9 9 + 0 = 9   
(Hr. 35, km 400) WBNU 1 + 0 = 1 5 + 0 = 5 0 + 0 = 0 0 + 0 = 0   
PRITCHARD EAST MOBL 7 + 1 = 8 37 + 4 = 41 31 + 4 = 35 22 + 4 = 26 T: 39 
Susan & Andrew Weilandt TRSW 19 + 2 = 21 104 + 7 = 111 76 + 6 = 82 40 + 0 = 40 U: 27 
(Hr. 24.5, km 104) HOWR 1 + 0 = 1 5 + 0 = 5 0 + 0 = 0 0 + 0 = 0   
WHISPERING PINES MOBL 1 + 0 = 1 2 + 0 = 2 2 + 0 = 2 2 + 0 = 2 T: 29 
C.Morganthaler  (Hr. 15, km 
208) TRSW 25 + 4 = 29 107 + 7 = 114 107 + 3 = 110 103 + 3 = 106 U: 28 

BARNES LAKE  No Report 
JUNIPER (Bea Prehara) MOBL 1 + 1 = 2 6 + 5 = 11 5 + 5 = 10 5 + 4 = 9 T:3/U:2 

Note: Boxes:  T = total number on trail              Species: MOBL = Mountain Bluebird     BCCH = Black-capped Chickadee 

  U = number used this season TRSW = Tree Swallow            MOCH = Mountain Chickadee 

  Hr = hours spent WEBL = Western Bluebird       WBNU = White-breasted Nuthatch   

  Km = kilometres travelled HOWR = House Wren             HOSP = House Sparrow 

  Mile = miles travelled   
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For comparative purposes here are the totals for 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A colder than usual spring meant that the nesting season got off to a slow start this year. However, that late start is not reflected 
in the figures for this season with totals a little above 2008, except for the number of Tree Swallows. 
 
Gordon Campone noted that this was the first year that no Mountain Bluebirds died on his route, while Connie Philips commented 
that the survival rate was one of the best, although she couldn’t explain why eggs disappear. Wayne Jennings said that the 
spring nesting was three weeks late on the South Thompson, so, to have ten second nestings was a surprise.  
 
We would like to give a special thanks to George Gardner who has monitored the Rose Hill Ranch route since 1999. Due to other 
commitments he is unable to continue as a volunteer monitor.  
 
Karen Willies 
KarenWillies@telus.net 

  First Nesting 
Species  # Nests  # Eggs  # Hatched  # Died  # Survived  

Mountain Bluebird 131 659 547 43 504 
Western Bluebird 2 12 9 0 9 
Tree Swallow 116 568 482 101 381 
House Wren 6 35 22 7 15 
House Sparrow 1 5 5 0 5 
White-breasted Nuthatch 1 5 0 0 0 

  Second Nesting 
Species  # Nests  # Eggs  # Hatched  # Died  # Survived  

Mountain Bluebird 42 172 129 5 124 
Western Bluebird 1 5 0 0 0 
Tree Swallow 8 22 17 6 11 
House Wren 0 0 0 0 0 
House Sparrow 1 4 4 0 4 
White-breasted Nuthatch 0 0 0 0 0 

            
  Total of First & Second Nesting 

Species  # Nests  # Eggs  # Hatched  # Died  # Survived  
Mountain Bluebird 173 831 676 48 628 
Western Bluebird 3 17 9 0 9 
Tree Swallow 125 90 499 107 392 
House Wren 6 35 22 7 15 
House Sparrow 2 9 9 0 9 
White-breasted Nuthatch 1 5 0 0 0 

  309 1487 1215 162 1053 
            

  Total of First & Second Nesting for 2008 
Species  # Nests  # Eggs  # Hatched  # Died  # Survived  

Mountain Bluebird 179 821 687 37 650 
Western Bluebird 2 10 10 0 10 

Tree Swallow 97 406 383 68 315 

House Wren 3 20 20 0 20 

Mountain Chickadee 2 9 9 0 9 

  566 1266 1109 105 1004 
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Adventures in China 
(cont’d) 
 
From Rilong to Maerkang was an easier trip as we 
were on the borders of the earthquake damage. 
From Maerkang we made numerous trips up and 
down Mengpi Pass (4114 m) finding a few new 
birds each time. It was here we found the Yellow-
necked Koklass and Chestnut-throated Partridge. 
Of the smaller birds in the woods, my favourite 
was the Crested Tit-warbler. 
 
After 3 days we were to drive to Ruoergai to look 
for the Black-necked Crane. However, it was not 
to be. We drove up Yakexia Pass – at 4743 m, our 
highest. Strange to think it’s only about 1200 m 
lower than Mt Logan and, of course, the moun-
tains on either rose much higher on either side – 
no wonder it was so cold. Truly, this was high 
country on a grand scale. On the way up, Lily 
spotted an Ibisbill on a gravel bar in a small river. 
We’d seen the bird at a distance in India but this 
close view showed what a handsome bird it really 
was. It was one of the trip highlights as the bird is 
uncommon. At the top of the pass we hit a police 
roadblock and were told to turn back. The 2” of 
snow on the road were considered too hazardous. 
So, by a circuitous route, we arrived at Songpan 
where Lily and I remained for 2 days while Bill 
and the guide went on to Ruoergai for the crane. 
By this time the altitude was really getting to me 
so I appreciated the rest. I felt sorry for Lily, 
though. 
 
It was interesting to see large herds of Yak in the 
high passes. The grass seems sparse, but somehow 
the animals produce large quantities of droppings. 
One is very careful when walking off-road. 
 
From Songpan we drove over to Jiuzhaigou where 
we birded the nearby Gonggangling Forest for a 
couple of days. It was here we first saw the Blue 
Eared Pheasant, although we found many more at 

Wulang – a popular panda reserve (although we 
never saw any of those). It was also while leaving 
this area that I finally saw the Common Pheasant, 
ancestor to our own Ring-necked Pheasant. The two 
birds do not look at all alike. 
 
Leaving Wulang (great habitat but few birds – we’ve 
all been there before) we drove back to Chengdu, 
caught a plane to Beijing and took a van to Beidahe, 
in theory a birding mecca. Well, the expected waves 
of migrants had not arrived even though there were 
numerous British birders waiting for them. Disap-
pointing! We had hoped to spend a few days on 
Happy Island, which was reputed to be even better 
for migrants than Beidahe itself. However, after a 2-
hour drive to the ferry dock we found the seas too 
rough for the ferry to leave the pier. We waited 5 
hours in the parking lot in case it would change. Next 
day the seas were still high, so it was back to Beidahe 
for the remainder of our tour. Although we managed 
to see Saunder’s Gull and Chinese Egret – 2 local 
specialties – birding in Beidahe was quite poor. At 
least the bed was soft!! 
 
In mid-May we flew back to Beijing, overnighted 
and then back to Van. It had been one of those un-
comfortable but adventurous and interesting trips that 
one appreciates more in retrospect than in real time. I 
was glad to be home. 
                                                                                                                             
                                                      Ken and LilyTaylor 
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